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Summary of key points from the speech by Mufti-e-Azam Pakistan, Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) at 

the 'Uniting the Ummah Ulama Conference' (Sun 1st November 2015) held at Iqra Studios, Croydon, London 

under the auspices of Al-Khair Foundation. 

Transcribed by Muhammad Noman Daji, Batley (course.correspondence@gmail.com) 

 

* Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) started the speech by reciting the below Verse.  

 ِ قُْوا َو اْذُكُرْوا نِْعَمَت َّللاه الَ تَفَره ِ َجِمْيًعا وه اً  اَاَّهَ  بَْيَ  قُيُْوبُِمْ  اَاَْببَْحتُْ  بِتِْعَمت ِِٓء اِْوَوانًا َواَْعتَِصُمْوا بَِحْبِل َّللاه  َعيَْيُمْ  اِْذ ُكْتتُْ  اَْعاء

ََ َوُكْتتُْ  َعٰيي َشفَا ُحْفَرٍة ِمَ  اّتهاِر اَاَْنقََذُكْ  ِمْتهَا َكٰذَِّك يُبَيُِّ  َّللاُ َُّمْ  ٰاٰيت ِِٓ ََّعيهُمْ  تَهْ  تَُاْو  

Allah Ta’ala says “And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah (i.e. this Quran), and be not divided 

among yourselves, and remember Allah’s favour on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined 

your hearts together, so that by His Grace, you become brethren (in Islamic Faith), and you were on the 

brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayaat (proofs, evidences, Verses, 

lessons, signs, revelation, etc) clear to you, that you may be guided.” (Part 4, 3, Verse 103, Al-Imran) 

* Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) mentioned his great father Mufti-e-Azam Pakistan Hazrat Aqdas Mufti 

Muhammad Shafi (R.A) spent the last 25 years of his life striving towards uniting the various groups in Pakistan. 

One of his speeches given in Faisalabad on the topic of uniting the Ummah is transcribed and published with the 

name 'وحات امت '. To further this goal Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Shafi (R.A) would keep a friendly rapport with the 

scholars of the various groups to create a cooperative environment to work on issues that are collectively 

relevant to one and all. 

* Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) mentioned that all the issues (مسائل) where there are competing or 

sometimes contradicting proofs and basis ( دالئل متعارض ) gives rise to the concept and need of (Ijtihad), which 

require giving preference to one view over another on the basis of those proofs. An Imam of Fiqh will on the basis 

of his understanding of the proofs (دالئل - Dalail) gives preference (  Tarjeeh) to one set of proofs whereas -  ترجيح

another Imam of Fiqh will give preference to the opposite set of proofs as they see to be stronger. These issues 

are classified as مجتها ايہ    (mujtahad feeh). No one side of these two competing preferences can be classed as 

incorrect. There is nothing wrong in following either. The vast majority of the differences between the groups are 

of this nature. Therefore, my late father Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Shafi (R.A) used to say:  

 غير ٌمْتکر پر نکير ُمْتکر ہے

To caution or frown on something that is not really wrong or incorrect (worthy of caution/frown) is in itself 

something that is worthy of a frown. 

* Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) mentioned there are two things: 

 (Ikhtilaf) اوتالف .1

 (Tafarruq)  تفّرق .2

 

 Ikhtilaf i.e. valid disagreements based on firm Islamic basis but at the same time staying within the)  اوتالف .1

bounds of the Shariah)  

It should be noted that Ikhtilaf is necessary, logical and permitted in Islam. The reason being whenever there are 

intellectuals discussing in an open and constructive way issues where there is no clear cut guidance from the 
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Shariah there will inevitably be differences of views and opinions as to what should be given preference. 

Differences of views and opinions are not limited to Islam or any religion. This is observed in all fields and walks of 

life. If we take the field of medicine we see one doctor or a group of doctors disagreeing with another doctor or 

group of doctors in the various aspects of medicine, causes, treatments, etc. Similarly we observe these 

differences amongst scientists and other professions and industries. 

Also, in the Hadeeth this kind of differences within Islamic rulings is regarded as a means of mercy as it creates 

flexibility and leniency in the issues of Deen. This also opens and keeps the door of Ijtihad open.  

 

  (Tafarruq i.e. creating real divisions and groupings within the Ummah)  تفّرق .2

Tafarruq is prohibited (Haram) in Islam. There is no scope or place for divisions and creating silos in Islam. I have a 

booklet on this topic too that sheds light on why grouping (تفّرق) is prohibited in Islam but at the same time there 

is flexibility to have difference of opinions without creating divisions.  

Islam has gone to great lengths to eliminate and close down any avenues that could lead and cause divisions 

within the Ummah. There are many examples of this we find in the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be 

Upon Him). One such incident was that the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) had the desire to 

rebuild the Holy Ka'bah to the same structure that Sayyidina Hazrat Ibrahim (Peace Be Upon Him) had built but he 

did not do so as the people were new to Islam and this act might lead to divisions. There are other examples. 

I have heard from my Sheikh Hazrat Dr Arifi (R.A) numerous times emphasising the below two points. I think 

Hazrat Arifi (RA) had heard this from his Sheikh Hakeem-ul-Ummah Hazrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi (R.A) that 

Islam in effect is all about practicing two things. They underline the backbone to creating a united Ummah. By 

observing these two points all the divisions will fade away and the Ummah can focus on external threats with 

vigour and strength. 

1. To fulfil the rights (of Allah Ta'ala and others i.e. people, animals, etc) (ادا  حقوق) 

2. To preserve the boundaries defined by the Creator (حفظ حاود) 

In addition to the above some particular causes of all disagreements that lead to divisions within the scholars in 

particular and the Ummah in general are due to the below diseases of the heart: 

1. Ego (  (Ananiyyat -  انانيت

2. Arrogance (  (Takabbur -  تکبر

3. Love of Fame (حّب جاہ - Hubb-e-Jah) 

4. Love of wealth (حّب مال - Hubb-e-Maal)   

My Sheikh Hazrat Arifi (R.A) once addressed me and said 'O Molvi Rafi! Shall i tell you a post you can have that no 

one can take from you and everyone will love you.' I was thinking what kind of a great post that could be. Hazrat 

Arifi (R.A) then replied that become a  The problem lies in that everyone wants to be the .(Khadim - servant)  وادم

Makhdoom (مخاوم). No one wants to be a Khadim. This is generally motivated by one's ego, desire to be famous 

coupled with greed for wealth. Therefore, I advise the gathering and the intended listeners to avoid seeking fame 

and wealth. 

* Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) then specifically singled out the below two traits that are destructive 

for scholars and then quoted the Hadeeth mentioned below. The level of destruction these two traits afflict are 

beautifully described in the Hadeeth through a parable. 
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1. Love of Fame (حّب جاہ  - Hubb-e-Jah) 

2. Love of wealth (حّب مال -Hubb-e-Maal)   

The Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) said: "Two hungry wolves, if let loose amongst a flock of sheep, cause less 

harm than a man's eagerness to increase his money and his prestige." (AT-Tirmizi, Ahmad) 

Scholars should stay away from both these destructive traits at all times. My late father Hazrat Mufti Muhammad 

Shafi (R.A) used to say "there can never be unity between two arrogant people". It is possible to have unity where 

one is arrogant but the other is not but not when both parties display arrogance. Hence, this is something we 

should all soul-search. 

* Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Rafi Sahib (DB) mentioned that the outer actions cannot be modelled and reformed 

until the inner is not reformed. The reformation and purification of the inner ( باط - Batin) is the key to everything 

including unity of the Ummah. And Ihsan which is mentioned in the Hadeeth is the basis and foundation for the 

inner reformation. The Hadeeth popularly known as 'Hadeeth-e-Jibra'eel' (Peace Be Upon Him) mentions three 

things that a person needs to acquire to be complete in Deen and one of them is Ihsan. All three complete a 

person's Deen. Otherwise a person's Deen is incomplete if any one of the three areas is missing. They are: 

1. Imaan (this is the inner beliefs regarding Allah Ta'ala, Prophets (Peace Be Upon them all), Angels, Books, 

Day of Judgement, Life after death, Fate, etc) 

2. Islam (Outer actions like expression of Iman, Salah, Zakat, Fast, Hajj) 

3. Ihsan (to have the awareness of the Creator at all times). Ihsan is the foundation of Tazkiyah (inner 

purification). 

 

Almighty give us all taufeeq to understand and practice. Aameen! 

 

َّْحْمُا َلِِله َربِّ اَّعاَِّمْي َ  َِ ا  َو ٰاِوُر َدْعٰونَا أَ

 


